THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
But as soon as the Locarno Treaties were signed
there began to set in that rot at the moral foundations
which has made British diplomacy so often a byword.
The government went on proclaiming that of
course it stood firmly by the Locarno obligations. But
Conservative newspapers began to disparage it, mem-
bers of the rank and file of the Conservative Party
openly to condemn it; eminent publicists to explain
that it did not really commit us to anything. Mean-
time Germany became increasingly popular, France
increasingly unpopular.1 The Hitlerite regime, to so
* A recent book, / Spca\ of Germany, by Norman Hillson (Routledge)
is indicative of the tendency. The author contrasts (page 115} 'the
obvious spirit of self-respect and national pride which sat upon ail in
Germany* with the attitude of the typical Frenchman 'just waiting an
opportunity to add up the Britisher's bill on the wrong side* (page 223).
Until recently one found that sort of thing scattered throughout much
of the British Press.
Thus the Daily Express:
"The British nation is not going to get at odds with the Germans
for the sake of the French, who want to rr?gintairi their military
domination of Europe.
'This attitude on the part of the public is not due to any love for
the Germans. It springs from a fixed intention to preserve "peace
in our time'*, so far as we are concerned*
*We will not fight again in a European cause.    The future of
Alsace-Lorraine makes no difference to us now and henceforth.1
And Truth:
'The Locarno Pact is not worth the paper it is written on. There
is no more chance of Great Britain talcing sides against Germany at
this moment than of her making war on Japan. On the contrary,
there is a strong, though unexpressed, current of feeling in England
in favour of forming some sort of alliance with Germany in Europe
and with Japan in the Far East to keep the peace of the world
against all assailants And why not? There is a strong and general
revulsion of feeling on the part of most of us in favour of post-War
Germany - there has arisen a very general feeling that we get on
better with the Germans than with the French, and that 5 ever
there were to be such a calamity as another European "war. Great
Britain and Germany (including Austria) would be allies, not
enemies.. . . .*
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